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They're all just friends: Juniors Katie Lear (lefi) and Sabina Beachdell
the Fairport High School cafeteria. While many students do still date, a national study

est level in 10 years.

Streetscape
plan draws

Teen social behavior is changing: Dating is

becoming old-fashioned, but sex is still modern

STAFF PHOTOICARRIE ANN GRIPPO

I and senior Adam Gaya share a laugh during lunch in
iy finds that student dating is at its fow-

green and
yellow lighits

Many agree the plan is a beautiful
vision for downtown Main Street, but
merchants urge more discussion.

By BENJAMINWACHS

bwachsBmprewspaoers.com

Local business owners have two signals ta send
Village Hall about its proposed  igre inside:
streetscape plan - some give it a g
& Anothervilage

green light while others say
“proceed with caution.” comitee s forming

More than 30 merchanis and * &pian for wiat
residents care to last Tuesday’s | may ba the st
public unveiling - the best * undewloped
turnout to a streetscape presen- - parcetof and
tation so far. downtown.

Previously, merchants like - Page4A

Jeanne Byassee, a Main Street.

business owner and director of the Fairport-Per-
inton Merchant's Association, called the plan
“gorgeous.” No one at Jast week's meetjng chal-
lenged that assessrnent.

“It's obviously beautiful. It reminded me of Nia-
gara on the Lake very much, which js a place that
T frequent,” said Emily Peterson of the village in
Ontario, Canada. Peterson owns Candy Nation.

Sebastian Curatolo, who owns Arrivederci's
Pizza & Subs, said when he saw the plan, “One of
the first things I felt was pride, to know that our
comrunity leaders are looking into the future. I
was very, very, very positive about what I saw. It
1ooks to me like it’s going to be a desirable look-

By BENJANIN WACHS
‘bwachs@mpevspapers.com

Here’s one for the SATs: Teenager is to Dat-
ing as Fact is to Fiction.

Tt you watch MTY; if you read Seventeon
magazine; if you even look at TV commer-
cials for “The OC,” then you know that a
teenager’s life is a lipstick-colored roller
coaster on a heart-shaped track. The whin-
ing, pining and speed dialing of hormone-
inflicted pubescence turns dating into an
unstoppable adolescent xite-of-passage, like
wrecking the car.

Surm ergo Daturn; “They are, therefore they

Lies, all of it.

An ongoing national poll conducted by the
University of Michigan's Survey Research
Center shows that teenage dating is actually

at its lowest point in over a decade. In 2003,
the research suggests, about as many
teenagers ave living la vida loca as still listen
to Ricky Martin.

Nationally, half of eighth-graders don't date
at all - up slightly from a decade ago; a third
of 10th-graders never date - up about 5 per-
cent from a decade ago; and almost a fourth
of seniors never date, up about 8 percent
over the last 10 years.

And of those seniors who date, only a
fourth of them go out on more than one date
a week. The numbers are even lower in other
grades.

Bottom line: students are less likely to date
at all than they were 10 years ago, and those
who date do so less frequently — even if
they're still having as much sex.

‘The Fairport Gentral School District has
1o hard data on the number of dates its stu-

dents go on, but high school Principal Dave
Paddock said the national data doesn't sur-
prise him at all.

“That would be my observation right here,”
he said. .
Ya gotta have friends

Paddock’s pretty sure that Fairport teens
have found a better option.

“When I was a kid, you had dates,” Pad-
dock said. “Something I've noticed over the
years is that kids tend to do more things with
their friends as a group — datings the wrong
word for it. It's a group of seven or eight guys
and girls and they hang out together.”

Teens approaching things as groups, rather
than couples, can even extend into the most
traditional “dating” activities, Paddock said.

“I was eating breakfast with a group of siu-

ing thing”
‘As a result, he said he is “absolutely” in favor of
the village moving ahiead as soon as possible.

“To me, it's 2 no-brainer,” he said. “I think it's &
well- thought out plan. They're trying to make
Fairport a destination, and I think it's & positive
thing for me as 2 longtime business owner.”

But Peterson urged much more caution.

“It is an ambitious plan, and L would hope that
the village would take its time doing it,” she said.
“If they do not take their time doing it I fore:
pretty horrendous traffic problems and pedestri-
an problems while it’s going on.”

Mayor Clark King has said the plan, if approved,
would probably be phased in over time rather
than atterpted all at once — partially out of con-
cern for the amount of work the full plan would
require and partly out of deference to its price,
estimated at more than $2 million in total.

Sce DATING, 6A%

See STREETSCAPE, 6A»

A hammer, a saw and an education for BOCES studen

Carpentry classes help
econstruct their Fairport
«ampus building afier an
lectrical fire.

By BENJANIN WACHS
iach SO pNEvSapE:s.COm

When a storage building in

dents are putting the finishing touch-
es on a project that involved a com-
plele tear-off of the roof, construc-
tion of a new truss roof, installation
of roofing, construction of some new
interior walls, and enclosure of the
second story porch. The project
should be finished by the end of the
month.

Bret Walker, who teaches carpen-
try for EMCC and BOCES, said that
the ion gives his students

3OCES’ Fairport caught
ire in June, it suffered $50,000 worth
f damage and needed mmajor repairs.
Jut no public bidding process went

ut.

After all, BOCES does have a car-
sentry class. What's a better school
sroject than building the school?

In fact the building, nicknamed
The Lodge,” was originally built by
30CES carpentry classes in the
'970s. It's served as everything from
« multipurpose room to a physical
:ducation center before being turned
sver to storage for the last 10 years.

Now, 20 advanced carpentry stu-
ients and 23 basic carpentry stu-

a chance to practice every aspect of
a professional job — including work-
ing with customers.

“The students met with our
BOCES operations and maintenance
Staff to get their input on how they
\isualize the final remodeling,” Walk-
er said. “They are our customers on
this project. So the students have to
listen to what the operations people
want and understand what their
vision is and then we help the stu-
dents reconstruct that plan.”

Michael Weigert, an advanced car-
pentry student from East Rochester,
said that “The reconstruction is pret-

ty educational. .

“They teach us different ways of
Tow to do things the right way and
how to fix things when we do them
wrong. This project will be good
experience to help me find an
apprenticeship in carpentry when [
graduate in May.”

David Battle, a basic carpentry stu-
dent from Honeoye Falls-Lima, said
that the class was helping him get his
feet wet in the construction field.

“I Jove the demolition part of the
reconstruction,” he said. *{ hope to
own my own company some day.
This is definitely more advanced
level training than I could get in my
home school.”

Walker noted that 80 percent of his
students go into carpentry, and most
start out in the remodeling business.

“This is a valuable, real-life sce-
nario for them,” he said. “They learn
what it takes to plan, cost out the
materials and complete the job. This
is the push these advanced students
need to get them on their way to a
career in carpentry.”
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STAFF PHOTOOMN D. HANLON
Carpentry students Paul Smith and Brian Wells remove nails to cor-
rect the roof truss centers on the BOCES building they are renovat-
ing behind the Forman Center. The building was damaged by an

electrical fire last spring.
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| If your church wishes to participate in the u‘

annual listing of “Christmas in the Churches”
services, send the information to us by noon
on Friday, Dec. 5. The list will be published on

Dec. 18. See page 2A for contact information. Il 557717
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Create a New Ritual
Ihis holiday season light four candles
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Dating becoming old-fashioned for teens

» DATING, from page 1A

dents today, five or six guys
and five or six girls, and T
know thal when prom time
comes, they'll ask each other
“who do you want to go with?’
and members of the group
will go with each other,” Pad-
dock said. “That won't mean
that they're dating.”

High school students
emphatically backed Pad-
dock up, saying that while
students do date, it’s who
your friends are that really
Taiiers.

“It's more fun to be in a big
group than one on one,” said
student Sara Wolanski.
“There’s no awkward
silences, you meet more peo-
ple, and then you have more
fun.”

Student Katie McCormick
said “You get stronger rela-
tionships with people in
groups,
And student Matt McGraw
added “There are fewer awk-
ward situations.”

Student Jessi Thaler said
groups are able to accommo-
date diversity in ways that
couples aren't.

“Hanging out, our group is
so diverse,” she said. “It’'s a
Jot more fun. We make a lot
of great memories.”

Ya gotta have priorities

In addition to large groups
being more fun, less awk-
ward, and safer, students said

large groups also fit their gen-
eration's priorities better.

“My parents and their gen-
eration, a lot of them had
high school sweethearts and
that was their future,” Heis-
nan said. “I think our genera-
tion is focused on different
things, doing things, life expe-
riences.”

McCormick agrees.

“You notice in high school
that a lot of kids are more
focused on school and col-
leges and careers,” she said.
“You need to stay focused.
When you move on, you'll
‘meet new people.”

Student Sarah Heisman
added that “No one wants to
be serious; no one wants to
miss out by always hanging
out one on one.”

Thaler suggested “They
don’t want to commit to the
label and have to call some-
one every night.”

McGraw asked, “With
sports and everything, who
has time?”

Ya gotta have sex

Students may be changing
their social behavior, but
those changes only go so far.
According to the state of New
York “Youth at Risk Survey”
for 2003, while Fairport stu-
dents may be dating less, they
are having just as much sex,
if not more.

n 1999, 30 percent of Fair-
port students admitted to
having sex. In 2001, 34 per-

cent admitted to having sex;
and in 2003, 35 percent.

This, too, doesn’t surprise
students interviewed, who
said while there is less dating,
there are more “hook ups.”
And they admitted that
they’re not happy about it.

“There is also an increase
in physical activity in people
who aren't together,” Heis-
man said. “That’s a down-

ide.”

McGraw said “I think
there’s less intimacy and
more fiy-by-night relation-
ships.” Asked if that was a
good trade off, he said “Defi-
nitely not.”

Debra Tandoi, the school
district’s asset coordinator,
said she thinks it is societal
pressures, rather than the
new social structures, that
keep sexual activity high.

“If you look at the society,
between MTV and the media,
it just seems like it's escalat-
ing everything sexual,” she
said. “Frankly, while we’'d like
to get the number (of stu-
dents having sex) down,
think keeping it stable is an
accomplishment.”

Paddock said the new,
group oriented, social struc-
fures often serve as a way of
deflecting those social pres-
sures while still having fun.

“When they’re always in
groups of friends, I think it
Yakes some of the pressure
off,” he said. “I think it’s a
healthy thing.”

Students sce it that way, -

too.

“1 think getting to know
each other in a group of
friends is 2 healthier way,”
Heisman said. “It's a lot less
pressure.”

McCormick said that
“When you're in a strong
group-of friends, it makes it
easier not to have a boyfriend
or girlfriend."

Ya goita have an
explanation
The Univexsity of Michigan
survey has no explanation for
the changing social behavior
of the teenagers it surveys.
Asked what he thought
caused the changes, Paddock
admitied he, too, was

stumped.

“I don’t have a clue,” he
said.

The students, too, were
unsure, although they had a
Few suggestions.

“The marriage age has gone
up,” McGraw said. “That’s
probably one of the reasons
formal dating probably does-
1t happen until college.”

Wolanski suggested that
with more opportunities for
high school-age students, it’s
a perfectly natural decision.

“It’s a trade- olf,” she said.
“We pretty much view high
school as a chance o make
the most of everything, and
it's not like there’s 2 hole in
your social life just because
you don’t have this one per-
son.”

Merchants urge more time and discussion on streetscape

, from page 1A

the merchant communit

Peterson said whatever the
reason, she believes step by
step is the way to go.

“If indeed they are to phase
it in over time, by doing, as
they suggested, one element
at a time, then I can see a
nice smooth progression,
which as a business owner 1
think is very importaht,” she
said. “Tt will be good when
we got there, but the getting
there is very difficult.”

Peterson also added that
the village's willingness (o
get continuous input from

she'll watch close-

ly.

“I think it's imperative that
they keep us informed,” she
said. “It seems like it would
be oveiseen by Fairport
firms, and that's hugely
important to me. If it’s done
carefully, I think it will bene-
fit Fairport”

Peterson said, so far, the
village’s presentation was
“excellent.” And Curatolo
said he was already
mpressed by the village's
willingness to take sugges-
tions.

“(Tuesday) night they
asked for input,” he said. “It's
clearly not something that
they want to force on us.”

Trustee Leslie White said
there is “definitely Toom for
discussion.”

“People had questions
about everything from bicy-
cle traffic to parking, and
we're certainly taking notes,”
she said. “This project, if we
move forward with it, will
require significantly more
community discussion.”

The one thing she doesn’t
have any answers for right
now is how the village —

which is as strapped for
spare change as every other
municipality in the state -
will pay for the plan’s
implementation.

“1 think the cost is some-
thing that, at first blush, can
e a bit overwhelming,” she
said. “I don’t know how the
finances behind it are going
to happen. State funding is
available, for changes like
this, but we all know that
state funding is in short sup-
ply. Still, we'll try, and 1
think it's good that we have
a forward thinking plan.”

ELF

Outdoor Holiday Lights have you frazzled?
Our elves will do it for you

Call Arek or Kara 266-8000
PEACE of MIND PROPERTY HOME MAINTENANCE

HELP!

Your Plants Are Dear
Protect Them From Deer

Call Us * Teq Collins
Tree & Landscape

Call The C

Job Hunting?
ifieds They Can Help!

Call 424-2880

Saving for a child's or grandehild’s education is one of the
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